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l. Us-Pr6id.st SigB€d on Ptoclrm|tion of
TTATf,A

The US President Barack Obama signed a
proclamation regarding the implemeltation of
fte Trade Facilitation and Trade Enlargement Act
(TFTEA), 2015 on 15 December 2016 that includes

Nepal Trade Preference. With the implemetrtation
of this Act, Nepal has received duty free access

of 66 products to the US market which includes

mainly luggage, travel bags, attach€ cases, hand

bags, pocket goods, carpets, shawls, travel blankets,
hats, gloves, headbands, etc.

An announcemeot regarding rc-selection of Nepal
for the Millennium Challenge Corporution (MCC)'S
Compact Program was made dudng the meeting held
between Ambassador ofNepal to the Uniied States,

Mr.Arjun Bahadur Karki and Regional Director of
MCC M$. Fatma Sumar oD 14 Dec€mber 2016.
The MCC is an innovative and independent U.S.
foreign aid agency that is helping lead to fight
against global poverty. An MCC-Nepal team has

been formed by the Covemment ofNepal in order
to design and propose Mcc-programs especially on
ereryy and itrfrastructure in coordination with the
MCC-US.

2. Sevc|tl MefdrS of Pmj€ct Slcerilg
CoDrftacc for tte DevelDpDcDr of lc?t

The Seventh Meeting of the Prcject Steering
Committee (PSC) for th€ development of Integrated

Check Posts (lCPs) along the India-Nepal border

was held in Kathmandu on I 5 December 20 I 6, The

meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Deependra Nath

Sharma, Secretary, Ministry of U.ban Development,

Govemment ofNepal and Smt. Sanjeevanee Kutty,
Secretary Border Management Ministry of Home

Affairs, Govemment of India.

Various issues relating to the early completion
and opentionalization of the lCPs in Birgunj
and Biratnagar as well as finalization of detailed

engineering reports for ICPs in Nepalgunj and

Bhairahawa were discussed during the meeting.

3. Politicrl Burerr Memb€r ofthe CPC Celltrd
Coomiltee of the PRC Viiitcd epll

His Excellency Mr. Liu Qibao, Member of Potiticat
Bureau and Secretariat of Communist Party of
China (CPC) Cenlral Committee, and Chief of the

CPC Publ icity Department, the Peoplet Republic of
China visited Nepal on 18-20 December 2016. Mr.

Qibao was accompanied by senior officials of the

Intemational Department and Publicity Department

of the Communist Party of China. Hon'ble Mr.
Krishna Bahadur Mahara, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Fioance held bilateral discussions

with him. During the talks, matlers of mutual
intercsts were digcussed.

His Excellorcy Mr. Liu Qibao also paid cou esy

calls on the Rt, Hon'ble hesident Mrs. Bidya Devi
Bhatrdari; the Rt. Hon'ble Prime Minist€r Pushpa



Kamal Dahal'Prachanda',
parties ofNepal during his

and leaders of political
stay in Nepal.

H.E. Mx Liu Qibdo, Polhi&1l t t,cdu \4et,fiet d Qrnntuni'l
PaaI o.f Chinl and Rt llon ble Ms. Bilya Deri Bhohtlari.

He also attended the launclling ceremony of
Nepali edition ofPresident Xi Jinping's book "The
Govemance of China" jointly organizcd by thc
State Council of Infomation ofChina, China Study
Center and the Chirese Bmbassy.

During his visit, he attended the opeuing ceremony
ofthe seventh China Festival in Kathmandu jointly
organized by the Ministry ofTourism, Culture and

Civil Aviation ofNepal, and Mi0istry ofCulture of
China and Embassy ofchina in Nepal. It was hcld

on l9-22 December 2016.

4. Visit of the llinister for Foreign Affairs of
lltongolia

At an invitation of Hon'ble Dr. Prakash Sharan

Mahat, Mjnistcr for Foreign Aflhirs ol Ncpal, His

Excellency Mr Tsend Munkh-Orgil, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Mongolia paid an ofticial visit
to Nepal on lll-20 December 2016. Two Foreign
Ministers heldbilateral talks and reviewed the major
issues of bilateral relations and mutual intcrests on

19 December 2016. Following the official talks,

the two ministers signed the Agreement on the

Exemption from Visa Rcquirements tbr the Holders

ol Diplomatic and OJicial (Special) Passports of
Nepal and Mongolia. The following rratters were

agreed dLrring thc talks to fufthef expanding bilateral

cooperation:

o Ncpali side appreciated the active role played

by Mongolia fof the establishment of the

Intemational Think Tank for Land Locked

Developing Countries (LLDCs), and agreed

to accede to its agrcement atler completing the

do estic pfocedures.

Both sidcs agrccd to establish a Bilateral
Consultation Mechanism between the Foreign

Ministries ol the two countics to maintain regular

corltacts and shafc views on the matters ofmutual
interest.
Thc Mongolian side reiterated i1s commitmelt
fbr the establishment ofa Mongolian monastery

in Lumbini - the birthplace of Lord Buddha.

Botb sjdes agreed to exchange visits of
parliamentarians, fi edia persons, cultuml grolLps

lo further promote tourism. people-lo-people

contacts and culhrral cooperation between Nepal
and Mongolia.
The Nepali side agrccd to sharc its peacekeeping

experiences with Mongolia.
Botlr sides also agreed to collaborate and

cooperate in the UN forums to fuflher pronlotc

the cause ofLLDCS.

The Mongolian Foreign Ministeralso paid courtcsy

calls on the Rt. Hon'ble Mrs. Bidya Devi Bhandari,

President, the Rt. Hon'ble Prime Minister Pushpa

Karnal Dahal 'Prachanda'- and the Rt. Hon'ble
Speaker Mrs- Onsari Gharti, of the Legislature-

Parliament of Ncoal on l9 December. 2016-

5. Nepal and luongolia Signed Agreemeot on

Visa Exemption
llon'ble Dr. Prakash Sharan Mahat, Minister for
Foreign Affairs ol' Nepal and His Excellency M.
Tsend Munkh-Orgil. foreign Minister of Mongolia
signed an Agreement on the Exemption lrom Visa

Requirements fbr the Holders of Diplomatic and

Olfrcial (Special) Passpofts ofNcpal and Mongolia
during the visil ofthe Foreign Minister ofMongolia
to Nepal in Kathmandu on 19 Decembcr20l6. The

agrccment aims at further strengthening tbe cxisting
friendly relations and cooperation bctween the two
counties by facilitating the travels oftheir oflicials.
'I he agreement cntcrs into fbrce on the thiftielh day

lbllowing tlc date ofsignature.



H.E. Mr. Tsend Munkh-Otgil, Minister for ForcW
ilfais ol Mongolia and Hon hle Ministet-fo/ Forcign
Alfairs ofNepal Dr Prakash Sharan Mahat signed the
Agrceme on nsa Exenption

6. Nepal lndis Bilrteral Trlks on Air Scrrices
Nepal-lndia bilateral talks on Air Services and
Air Traffic Service Routes for oDeration between
India and Nepal were held in New Delhi on 20-21
December 2016. The Nepali delegation was led
by Mr. Suresh Acharya, Joint Secretary Ministry
of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation. Mr. Arun
Kumar, Joint Secretary Ministry of Civil Aviation
oflndia led the lndian delegation. The meeting had
discussions on various issues rclated to the aviation
policy and air traffic service routes and entry points
between Nepal and lndia.

7. Visitofthc Chsirmao ofStanding Committee
of People's Congress of the Tibet Autoromous
Region ofthe People's Republic ofChlna

At an invitation of Secretary General of the
Legislature Parliament ofNepal, His Excellency Mr.
Biama Chilin, Chaifman of the Standing Committee
of the People's Congress of Tibet Autonomous
Region of the People's Republic of China visited
Nepalon 2l-27 December 2016. During the visit he
paid courtesy calls on the Rt. Hon'ble Mrs. Onsari
Gharti, Speaker of Legislatue Parliament of Nepal,
Hon'ble Mr. Bimalendra Nidhi, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Home Affairs, Hon'ble
Dr. Prakash Shamn Mahat, Minister for Foreign
Affairs, and Hon'ble Mr Hitraj Pande, Minister for
Federal Affairs and Local DeveloDment.

Hoh'ble Dr. PrakashSharun Mahat, Minister for Forcign
Alairs ol Nepal and H.E. Mr. Biama Chilin, Chairnan
of fie Stahding Connittee of the People's Congress of
TAR. PR China

He also visited Pokbara and inaugurated street solar
power project in Pokhara Sub-metropolitan City,
which is being installed by the support ofthe TAR
Govemment.

8. Signingofone Blllion RMB GrantAgieement
for the Reconstruction Proj€cts

The agreement for the utilization of one billion
RMB (approx. NRs. 15.7 billion) grant provided to
Nepal by the Govemment ofthe People's Republic
of China was signed by His Excellency Mr. Leela
Mani Paudyal, Ambassador ofNepal to the People's
Republic ofChina on behalfofthe Govemment of
Nepaf and His Excellency Ml Zhang Xiangchen,
Vice Minist€r of Ministry of Commerce of China,
on behalf of the People's Republic of China in
Beijing on 23 December 2016. The one billion
RMB will be utilized for the implementation of
Syaphrubesi-Rasuwagadhi Highway Repair and
lmprovement Project, Upgrading and Renovation
Project of Civil Service Hospital, and other Post-
disaster Reconstruction Projects mutually agreed
upon between the two Govemments. This amount
is the part oftoal three billion RMB grant amount
pledged by the Government of People's Republic of
China to Nepal for the post disaster reconstruction
works.

9. Kathmandu rl|d Chengdu Established Sister-
city Relations

Kathmandu Metropolitan City and Chengdu City of
Sichuan Province ofthe People's Republic ofChina
signed an Agreement on the establishment ofsister
City relations in Kathmandu on 23 December 2016.
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The objectives of the agreement are to enhance
mutual understanding and friendship between
Nepali and Chinese people, and to consolidate
and develop friendly cooperation between the two
cities. The two cities agreed to make concerted

efforts on the basis of equality and mutual benefit
by focusing the areas of trade. cullure. tourism.
education, agdculture, health-care, urban planning

and crisis management formutual cooperation at the
municipal lgvels so as to further promote bilateral
relations betwegn the two countries.

10. Meetirg of the Board of Directors of B.P.

Koirala tndia-Nepal Foundation
The 32"d Meeting ofthe Board of Directors ofB. P
Koirala India-Nepal Foundation was held in Alwar,
Rajasthan.lndia on 3 | December20l6. The meeting
was Co-Chairedby His Excellency Mr. Deep Kumar
Upadhyay, Ambassador ofNepal to India and His
Excellency Mr. Ranjit Rae, Ambassador of India
lo Nepal.The meeting reviewed the progress of the
Foundation in the last 25 years of its operation in
such areas as culture, afl, technology, literature and
women's empowerment.

The B. P Koirala Foundation Delhi Secretariat

based at the Embassy of Nepal completed 54
different projccts in 2016-

ll. Visit of Foreigo Minister to Qatar
At the invitation of His Excellency Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Bin JassimAl-Thani.
Minister Foreign Affairs of Qatar, Hon'ble Dr
Prakash Sharan Mahat, Minister for Foreign Affairs,
paid an oitrcial visit to the State of Qatar from l0-
12 January 2017. Hon'ble Foreign Minister had a

bilateral meeting with his counterpart on January

ll. A wide mnge of matteE of mutual concem
including the safety and welfare ofNepali workers,
establishment of a polytechnic institute in Nepal
for training and skill d€velopment werc discussed
during the meeting. Hon'ble Minister for l'oreign
AfTairs paid a courtesy callon His Highness Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir of Qatar the

same day. His Highness Emir of Qatar assured the

safety and protection of Nepali worken in Qatar,
and finding ways for further expanding the bilateral
re,ations. His Highness Emir assured to sefld a team

of high level oficials of Qatar in Nepal to explore
the possible areas ofbilateral cooperation. Later in
the afternoon, Hon'ble Foreign Minister also had a

bilateral meeting with His Excellency Dr. Issa Saad

AI-Jafali Al-Nuaimi, Minister lor Administrative
Development and Labor and Social Aflairs of
Qatar. Vadous issues pertaining to safcty, sccurity
and wclfare of Nepali workers working in Qatar
were discussed in the meeting. The meetings were
held in a warm and fliendly cnvironmcn..

12. Visit of the Prime Ministcr to UAE
At the invitation of His Highness Sheikh Mohamed
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince ofAbu Dhabi
and Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces, The Rt. Hon'ble Prime Minister', Pushpa

Kamal Dahal 'Prachanda'paid an ofncial visit k)
thc Unitcd Arab Emirates (UAE) on 14-17 January

2017. Thc Rt. l{on'blc Primc Minister addressed the
World F'uture Energy Summit as one ofthe keynote
spcakers highlighting the necd of suslainable

clean renewable energy, leading role of the UAE
in developmcnt of clean renewable cnergy as well
as the ample opportunitics in developing clcan

renewable energy in Nepal- During the visil, the Rt.

Hon'ble Prime Ministeralso had a bilateral meeting
with His Highness Crown Prince ofAbu Dhabi.

Rt. Hon'ble Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal l)ahul
'Prachancla'and llis Highness Sheikh Mhanetl Bin

Zayed ,41 Nahyan, Crown Prince of Ahu Dhabi and

Supreme Cohmandcr o/ the UAE Armed l;oft(t



Similarly, the Rt. Hon'ble Prime Minister held
a bilateral meeting with the Vice President and

His Highress Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Prime Minister of the UAE and Rulq of
Dubai. During the meetings, the matters pertaining
to bilateral intgrests were discussed. His Highness

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi alld Supreme Commander
of the UAE Armed Forces assured to send a team

of high level o{icials from the UAE in Nepal to
explore the possible arcas of bilateral cooperatiol,
The Rt. Hor'ble Pdme Minister had an interaction
program with the Nepali community in the UAE
during the visit.

13. Mirister for Forelgtr Affolrs Addressed
Raisina Dialogue

Hon'ble Dr Prakash Sharan Mahat, Minister for
Foreign Affairs, addressed the opening panel of
second edition of the Raisina Dialogue organised

in New Delhi by the Ministry of Extemal Affairs
of lndia in partnership with the Observer Research
Foundation on l8 January 2017.

Speaking on the theme of 'Big Politics and
New Challelges', Hon'ble Foreign Minister
underscored the importance of multilaienl
approach in addressing major challenges the world
faces today. Highlighting the fact that the world is
more integrated than ever in terms of knowledge,
technology, trade and investment, the Foreign
Minister expressed concem over rhetoric ofbarriers
and divisiveforces in the form ofsectarian violenc€,
religious extremism and terrorism lhat are gaining
ground and posing great thrcat to individual libelty,
democratic institutions and rule oflaw.

Du ng his stay irl New Delhi, Hon'ble Forcign
Minister had a meeting with Finance Minist€r of
lndia, His Excellency Mr. Arun Jaitl€y. The two
Ministers deliberated on issues including economic
cooperation, post-earthquake reconskuction, trade
and transit, and exchang€ of demonetized high
denomination Indian cunency notes in Nepal.

The Hon'ble Foreign Minister also had a meeting
with Minister ofState ofExtemalAffairs oflndia. His
Excellency VK. Singh where views were exchanged
on wide range of matters ofNepal-lndia relations.

14, London Mryor Cslls on thc Rt. Hon'ble
PrerldeDt

Lord Mayor ofthe City ofLondon, Rt. Hon'ble Dr.

Andrew Parmley visited Nepal from 2l-24 January

2017. Du ng the visit, he paid coufiesy calls on the

Rt. Hon'ble President Mrs. Bidya Devi Bhandari, Rt.

Hon'ble Pdme Minister Mr, Pushpa Kamal Dahal

'Prachanda', Hon'ble Finance Minister Krishna
Bahadu Mahara. He held a me€ting with the chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of the lnvestment Board
of Nepal, Mr Maha Prasad Adhikari, During the

meetings, discussions were held on the business

and investment opportunities in Nepal especially on

hydropower and infiastructure development. The
Lord Mayor during his meetings also invited a high
level participation ftom Nepal in the investnent
confercnce on Nepal 's hydropower development to

be organized by his officr, the Mansion House of
the City ofLoodon in March 2017.

A Nepali Delegation led by Hon'bl€ Mr. Om
Prakash Mishra, Judge of the Supreme cout,
visited UK and France from I l - 16 December 2016,
The delegation held meetings with the President of
the Supreme Court of the UK and otier high level
judicial officials ofthe UK and Fnnce.

15, Third Meeaing of Brngladeih-Neprl
AdditionryJoint Secretary Level T€chtric{l
Commlttee on tade

The third meering of Bangladesh-Nepal AdditionaV
Joint Secretary Level Tecbnical Commifie€ on

Trade was held in Dhaka on 23-24 lanruary 201'7.

The Nepali delegalion was led by Mr. Rabi Shanker

Sainju, JoiDt S€cretary, Ministry of Commerce. Mr.
Md. Shafiqul Islam, Additional Secretary, Ministry
of Commerce led the Bangladeshi delegation. Tbe
meeting discussed on various asp€cts of Nepal-
Bangladesh hade and connectivity including
operational modalities for the carriage of tansit
cargo between Nepal and Bangladesh, Duty free/
Preferential Market Access for the Agricultual and

Industrial Produces, Harmonization of Sanitary
Phylosanitary (SPS) measures and others.

16. Meetlngof Nepsl-Itrdis OversightMechanlsm
The second me€ting of Nepal-tndia Oversight
Mechanism, jointly led by Foreign Secretary Mr,
Shanker Das Bairagi and Ambassador of lndia to
Nepal His Excellency Mr. Ranjit Ra€, was held in
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Kathmandu on 30 January 2017.

The meeting made a comprehensive review of the
progress achiev€d in economic and development
corporation projects between Nepal and India
since the first meeting of the mechanism was held
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Covemment
of Nepal in Kathmandu on 29 November 2016,
Besides discussing issues relating to cross border
rail projects, integrated check posts, cross-border
tmnsmission lines, Arun III and Upper Kamali
Hydropower Projects, Pancheshwar Multipurpose
Project, Postal Roads, Line of Credit Projects and
Reconstruction Projects, the meeting covered other
pefirnent matterc.

tt may be recalled that the Nepal-India Oversight
Mechanism was agreed to be set up during the Stat€
Visit to India by the Rt. Hon'ble Prime Minister
Mr Pushpa Kamal Dahal 'Pracharda' in September
2016 in order to take measwes to ensure that all
ongolng bilateral economic and development
projects are implemented withitr defined limeline.

l. Ninth Brli Democracy Forum Held in
Indonesia

Hon'ble Dr. Prakash Sharan Mahat. Minister
fbr Foreign Affairs, led the Nepali delegation to
the Ninth Bali Democracy Forum held in Bali,
Indonesia, on 8-9 Decefiber 2016. The Bali
Democracy Forum is annually convened since
2008 by the Covemment oflndonesia as a platfom
for open inter-govemmental dialogue among
participating countries of Asia and the Pacific
focusiog a theme on democmcy and governance.

The Ninth Bali Democmcy Forum was inaugurated
by His Excellency M. Joko Widodo, President
of the Republic of lndonesia. His Excellcncy Mr,
Kof, Annan, fomer Secretary-Ceneral of the

Udted Nations and Chaiman of the Kofi Annan
Foundation, had given the key-note speech on the
theme 'Rellgion, Democracy and Pluralism'.
The Foreign Minister Mahat addr€ssed the plenary
sessionwhich waschairedbyHerExcellencyRetno
L-P. Marsudi, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the

Republic of Indonesia- In his address, Mr Mahat
said that demooacy is noi only about competition
but also about accommodation and dialogue to
reach a consensus. He mentioned that Nepal's
peace process was a successful example of ending
conflict through dialogue and that the world could
leam from Nepal to end conflicts in other pans of
the world.

2. Nepal Endorses Kigali Principles

The Government of Nepal decided to exiend its
support to the Kigali Principles on the protection of
civilians on 27 January 2017. As one ofthe major
troops and police contributing countries to the [tN
peacekeeping opentions, suppon of Nepal to the
Kigali Principles reinforced its longstanding policy
of protecting civilians during peace ope.ations
deployed under the mandate ofthe United Nations.
The Kigali Principles or the protection ofcivilians
are a non-binding setofpledges to impleftent certain
best practices in peacekeeping. They were issued

at the conclusion of the HighJevel lntemational
Conference on the Protectiol of Civilians he]d in
Rwanda on 28-29 May 2015.

l. Meeting ofthe BIMSTEC Senior Olncials on
Energy

The Secretary of the Ministry of Energy led a

three-member Nepali delegation to participate in
the Fouth Meeting of BIMSTEC Senior Ofllcials
on Energy held in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar on 11-

12 Janrary 2017. Omcials from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, aod the Ministry of Energy were

also included lbe delegation.

The Meeting finalized the draff MOU on
the establishment of lhe BIMSTEC Grid
lnterconnection- During the Meeting, Nepal offered
to host the Third BIMSTEC Energy Ministers'
Meeting in Kathmandu on 30-31 March 2017, and

urged all the Member stales (o expedite/complete
their internal procedues for signing the said

MOU at the Third BIMSTEC Energy Ministers'
Meetillg. The meeting also enrphasised on the early

operationalisation of the BIMSTEC Energy Centre
to be set up in I[dia.



2, f lftccnth ACft Miriiterlal Me€ting

Foreign Secretary Mr Shanker Das Bajmgi led the

Nepali delegation to the Fjfteenth Asia Cooperation
Dialogue (ACD) Ministerial Meeting, held in Abu
Dhabi on 15-17 January 2017. The Meeting was

convened with the theme of "Sustainable Energy".

Addressing the Meeting, Mr. Bairagi underscored the

impoft ance of enhanced cooperation atbilateral, sub-

regional and regional levels to enswe sustainable,

affordable, reliable and modem energy to all as

promiscd in the SDGS. He called for investment in
Nepal's hydropower which, if hamessed properly,

could help meet not only domestic needs for clean

and renewable energy but also could provide a

reliable source of renewable energy source for th€

region. He also invited ACD Member States to
pdticipate in the Nepal Investment Summit to be

held in Kathrnandu, Nepal on 2-3 March 2017, and

request€d them to encourage their investors to

participate in it.

The Fifieenth Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD)
Ministerial Meeting under the chairmanship of the

United Arab Emirates concluded after adopting

the Abu Dhabi Declaration and ACD Energy

Action Plan. The proposed Energy Action Plan has

identifcd areas of coopemtion, implementation
process, funding and othe6 jn energy sector firr
ensuring energy security among the membeN.
Likewise, the declaration has underscored the

impoftance of interelation between energy-water

and food security. private sector in research and

development and increased energy access and

comectivity among the members.

The Ministerial Meetingwas preceded by the Senior
Olncials Meeting and Energy Working Croup/
Drafling Committee Meeting on 15-16 January.
Mr Mani Prasad Bhattarai, Chief of Regional
Organizations Division of the Ministry of Foreign
Aflairs led the Nepali delegation for the Energy
Working Group/Drafting Committe€. Senior
Ofllcials from the Ministry ofBnergy and Charge d'
aflaires a.i. ofthe Embassy ofNepal inAbu Dhabi
were also present in the delegation.

ACD is a continent-wide forum with 34 members

from across Asia. It was established in June 2002
with the main objectives of promoting cooperation

and ioterdependence among Asian countries in
various areas of cooperation; expanding trade and

6nancial market within Asia and enhancing Asia's
economic competitiveness in the global market;
and, ultimately, transforming the Asian continent
into an 'Asian Community'. Nepal joined this

forum in March 2016.

3. Visit ofChairman of Chinese-Chairmanship
\4brking Group for CICA

The Chairman of Chinese-Chairmanship Working
Group for Conference on Int€raction and
Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA)
His Excellency Mr- Gu Ziping visited Kathmandu
from l2-15 January 2017. During his visit, he had
a meeting with Mr. Mani Prasad Bhattarai, chief
of thc Rcgional Organizations Division, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. During the discussion with the

visiting dignitary Mr. Bhattarai expressed sincere

appreciation to the visjting side for recommending
Nepal tojoin the CICA and also stated that Nepal's
membership in this forum is under consideration.
At the same time, Mr. Bhattami opined that such a

forum would be useful for Nepal in sharing ideas

and receiving benefits from different activities.
Mr, Cu briefed about the CICA, afld touched upon
important areas of security issues, confidence
building among others whercin Nepal could reap
several benefits. He firther stated that China had
assumed its Chairmaoship since 2014 and informed
that its membership entails financial contribution to
this organizatiol on a voluntary basis.

4. Vlsit of Dcputy Director of th€ Erecutive
Commlttee of the Rcgional Counter-
'Ierrorism Structure of SCO

SCO Delegation \|ith Foreiqn Secreary, Mt Shanker Das
Rutrasi
The Deputy Director of the Executive Committee

\1th Fnrcign Sectetarlt. A4r Shanku Dal



of tbe Regional Counter-Terorism Structure of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
His Exceilency Mr. Zhon Qing visited Nepal on
16-24 lanuary 2017 for aftending the Asia-Pacific
Regional Conference of Interpol. Meanwhile, Mr.
Qing had a meeting with the Foreign Secretary
of Nepal Mr Shanker Das Bairagi at the latter's
office on 23 January 2017. During the Meeting, His
Excellency Mr. Qing stated that menorandum on
garting Nepal the status of dialogue partner has

laid solid basis for cooperation between Nepal and
SCO. After giving brief introduction of his olnce,
one of the organizational structures of the SCO,
Regional Anti-Terodst Structure (RATS) based in
Tashkent, the capital ofUzbekistan, His Excellency
Mr Qing asked to designate a specific oryanization
ofthe Govemment ofNepalto coordinate In mallers
of terrorism, tmnsnational organized crime, numan/
drug trafficking etc. He further expressed the
willingness to sign an additional protocol to make
the cooperation between RAIS and Nepal more
pragmatjc. Foreign Secretary Mr. Baingi expressed
his full commitment on implementation of MOU
and readiness to conclude an additional protocol
for deeper engagernent with SCO Fmmework. He
affirmed Nepal's principled position on te(orism
and sought specinc support from the RATS on
training and human resource development.

5. Visit of Secretary General of BIMSTEC

The Secretary General of BIMSTEC His Excellency
Mr Sumith Nakandala paid a visit to Nepal from 2l-
23 January 2017 ahgad ofthe Seventeenth Session of
the BIMSTEC Senior Oficials' Meeting scheduled
to be held in Kathmandu on 5-7 February 2017.
During the visit, His Excellency Mr. Nakandala held
a meeting with the Foreign Secreta4/, Mr. Shanker
Das Bairagi o[ 22 January 2017. While b efing to
the Foreign Secretary on the progrcss and ongoing
activities of the BIMSTEC mechanism. His
Excellency Mr. Nakandala underlined the need for
revitalisation ofthe BIMSTEC process. ln response,
the Foreign Secretary slated that as the currcnt chair
of BIMSTEC, Nepal remains committed to extend
the every possible cooperation to implement past

decisions and make BIMSTEC vibrant and action-
oriented with clear future directions- Thc l7'h
Session, going to be held after the gap ofthree years,

will review past commihrents alld imp]emettation
status, and give momentum for futue, he fufther
added.

6. Meeting ofGoverning Board of STAC
Twenty-sixth Meeting of the Governing Board of
STAC (SAARC TB and HIV/AIDS Center) was
held in Kathmandu on ll-12 January 2017. The
Goveming Board Members from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal and
Pakistan along with representatives of SAARC
Secretary-Genenl and Ministries of Foreigd
Extemal Affairs of Govemments of Afghanistan,
India and Nepal panicipated in the Meering.

Represerlluliws fnn the member countrier meeting of
the Coverning Board ofSTAC

The current chairperson of the Board, Dr Feda

Mohammad Paikan, Manager National HIV/AIDS
Control Programme, Ministry ofPublic [Iealth, and
Covemment of Afghanistan opened the Meeting.
Dr. Sharat Chandra Verma, Director, STAC
delirered uelcorne remarks in lhe opening se.sion.
While delivering her remarks Ms. Fathimath
Najwa, Director, SAARC Secretariat requested the
Goveming Board Members, while planning the

activities ofthe Center tol

. Have a better fbcus on the dcmands and needs

ofthe region,

. Commit to ensure the already agreed activitics
that are implemented according to the plan; and

. Follow up on the usefulness and impact of the
activities once implemented.

The Board discussed on the proposed activities of
the Centre for the Ycar 2017, and recommended tlre

same for approval by the SAARC Programming
Committee. The Board also had a wide range

of discussions on various matters including



I.

l.

Strengthening of STAC Laboratory as SAARC
Supra-oational Reference Laboratory for TB and

HMAIDS, Recruitment of Deputy Ditectot
Technical Ofhcer (HIV/AIDS) and GSS, Video

Conference Facilities at the Cenler, Conferment of
SAARC Prize on HIV/AIDS-2016-

Protocol Activities

Credential Pr$entatiotr CeremonY

The Rt. Hon'ble President Mrs. Bidya Devi
Bhandari received the Letters of Credence fiom
His Excellency Mr. Sam Andre Auguste Schreiner,

His Excellency Mr. Asfaw Dingamo Kame and

His Excellency Mr. Mirzosharif JALOLOV,
Ambassadors-designates of Luxembourg, Federal

Democratic Republic ofEthiopia and the Republic

of Tajikistan to Nepal respectively on 2l December

2016. All the Ambassadors are based in New Delhi

with concurent accredilation to Nepal.

2. Tetruie Extension/Promotiol of Honotarv
Consuls ofNepal

Govemment of Nepal has extended the tenure of
Mr. Mervin A. Brustin, Honorary Consul Ceneral

of Nepal to Illinois, Chicago, United States till
26 February 2020. Similarly, Mr Paolo Nugari,
Honorary Consul of Nepal to Rome has been

promoted to the positio[ of Honorary Consul

General.

Likewise, the term of office of Ptof. Dt- Fatma

Gunseli Malkoc, Honorary Consul General of Nepal

to Istanbul has been extended up to 15 December

2019.

II. PassportActivities

l. Launch of Mobile Apps

Hon'ble Prakash Shamn Mahat. Minister for
Foreign Affairs launched the Mobile Apps of the

Depadment ofPassport amidst a program organized
by the Department on January 3, 2017. Speaking on

the occasion, Hon'ble Foreign Minister highlighted
the features of Mobile Apps and its benefits. Mr.
Shanker Das Bairagi, Foreign Secretary and Mr.

Sushil Kumar Lamsal, Director General of the

Department of Passport also shed lights about the

initiative. This new feaiwe is expected to facilitate

the ooline applications for the Machine Readable

Passports (MRPs).

2. Interactiol Program In Different Districfs

Interaction programs were organized 1n varrous

District Administation Offices of Parsa, Rautahat

and Dhanusha on 22,23 and 25 December 2016

respectively. In the program, representahves,

including Chief Dist ict Officers and Senior

Officials of eight districts (Bara, Parsa, Routahat,

Sarlahi, Mahottari, Dhanusha, Siraha and Saptari)

and rcpresentatives from Hariwan, Bardibas,

Goushala, Yadukuh4 Lahan, and Kanchanpur Arca

Admidstration Offices participated in the program.

A team from the Department was dispatched to

these axeas in the leadership of Ms. Richa Bhattarai,

Section Omcer ofthe Department ofPasspo(.

Similarly, a team led by Mr. Jimson Rumdali Rai,

Section Officer of the Depadment was dispatched

to oryanize interactiotr programs in mid and Far

Westem Region. Proglams were organized in
Banke and Kailali on 22 and 24 December 2016

respectively. Representatives, including Chief
District Ofhcers and Senior Officials of eight

districts (Banke, Bardiya, Dang, Surkhet, Kailali,
Doti, Baitadi and Dadeldhura) participated in the

program. Representatives from different Area

Administation Ofhces (Tulsipur, Kohalpur,

Babiyachour, Rajapur, Basgadhi and Narainapur)

also attended the program.

3. lssuuce of Pa$sports

Following trumber ofpassports have bgen issued in
the month ofDecember 2016 and January 2017.

Month Diplomatic Of6cial
Pas|port

Ordlnrry Travel

December
2016

34 80 49792 l4

2017
36 ll0 56008

Total 70 r90 105800

10



4, In-House Orlentation Program
An in-house orientation program was conducted
by the Department of Passport to train the newly
dep.uted, Nayab ,t bra.r (Non-gazetted first class
omcials) about the activities, functional procedures,
vision and mission etc. of the Department. The
said orientation progmrn was conducted for eight
sessions.

III. ConsularActivities

Hon'ble Min jstcr for Foreign Affairs Dr Prakash
Sharan Mahat officially launched online legal
services system on 27 January 2017 that allows
service seekcrs to benefit from various corsular
senrices such as claiming compensation and
insurance in case of death and injury bringing
tie dead bodies fro'n tbreig| lands. rescuing
Nepalese in foreign lands, among others. The
service seekers may also bencfil to check the
progress regarding the matter on thcir requests
via online,
As abig stride forward inthe traditional working
style, this system is expected to save tjme and
money, and make the record system systematic
and effective. This system may also enhance
access ofpeople to the public services.

The attestation seryices are delivered within
half an hour of the submission of required
documgnts.

The exemption eurd visa relatcd services are

provided in the l-ollowing day oflhe submission
ofapplication and other required documents.

The omce starts at 9AM and closes at 5PM (Friday
gAM to 4PM) as the Department started two hours'
additional services beyond the normal working
hours.

I

I

2 Rccommcndation for Indian
cducalion ccrtifi cate, nationality
verificalion and those who are
visiting India fbr study purpose

253

l Recommendation for Indian 6

4 Recommendation lor issuing
Nepalcsc driving liccnse on rhc
basis offoreigo driving lic€nsc
held by the Nepali citizen

669

5 Recomnerdations lettcr to
Indian Enbassy ior charactcr
verificdtion rcport to Nepali
citizcns during their period of
stay in lndia

6 Recommendations lbr
procurement of chemicals &
explostves

7 Recommendations letter to
Indian Embassy for issLling
vchiclc pennil for vehicles t0
entcr lndia

5

6 Cofiespondence to th€
concerned authorities of Nepal
regarding the sitizenship
renouncement of Nepalesc
citizens as per their application
submilted to thc Ncpalese
missions abroad

2o

9 Conespondence letter rcgarding
authcnticity of Power of
Attomey issued by Nepalosc
missions abfoad

245

t0 Corrcspondenc€ to the
concemed authorities of
Nepal regarding auihenticity
ofdocuments issoed by thc
Government otNepal

1t POA, VOR, H-Form Requcst
(Malaysia), and coirespondcnce
to the Disttict Administration
Offce fbr oompcnsation to
Nepalesc cilizcns died abroad

t9

t2 Correspondence conc€ming
search and rescue ofNepalesc
nationals to th€ Nepalese
Missions abroad

l3 Corcspondence with regards
to repatriaiion of dead body of
Nepalese nationals abroad

l2

14 Corrcspondence to the
govcr[ment 

^gencies 
in Nepal

t4

S.N. Details of Serriccs Number
of Work!

Perform€dConrulrr and Legel
Counseling Section

I Rccommendation for Medical
lreatment, Religious tour, World
cycling tour, and others



l5 Nurnber of draft received fbr the
compcnsation fiom MalasiYa

8

l6 flard()vcr of compensation
rmount fiom Malaysia to the

concemljd 1-amilies

2

11 Conospondence to the Nepalese
Missions on various subjccls
iDcluding insurancc and
compeIsalron enqurry

t0

l8 Corespoudence to the lbreign
nrissi(nrs based in Nepal

0

t9 Telephonc and c-mail
enquifics about insurancc and
compcnsation with the Ncpalcsc
Missions abroad

B Vlso ond EaemDtion Seclion

Issutlnce oldiplomatic/oflicial/
gralrs vrsa

48I

2 Issuancc ol diphnratichliicial
lD Card

3 lssuance ofSAARC visa
slrckcrs

4 Numbcf of rccomnrendation 1bl
cxcmpli(nr

583

5 Number ol visa recommendation
to thc forcign missions on
GON's nolllinalions

378

c Atteitation section

Nunbcr of atlested documents 30,925

'lbt8l 31,949

IV. Other Activities

HLEDINIC Mccting Held in MOIA

Meeting of thc lligh Level Economic Diplonacy
lmplementation and Monitoring Committee
(HLEDIMC) was hcld in the Ministry of Foreign
Atlairs, Singha Durbar on 29 December 2016.
Hon'ble Dr. Prakash Shann Mahat, Minister for
!'oreign A1i'airs. chaired the meeting.

Reviewing thc past practices, the meeting focused
on lhe \ ariolrs aspecl\ of Ncnal \ economic

diplomacy, and suggested the ways fo.ward fbr
its effectjve implementation in coordination with
various stakeholders while mobilizing Nepali
diplomatic missions stationed abroad.

Mr. Shanker Das Bairagi, the Foreign Secretary
while beginning the meeting, highlighted the

opportunilics and challenges of Nepal's economic
diplomacy. He emphasized for its effecliveness
through proper coordination among stakeholders.
llc insisted on holding the meeting oD a regular and
tirnely basis every year. Mr. Mani Prasad Bhattarai,
Joint Secretaryof the Policy, Planning, Development
Diplomacy, and Nepali Diaspora Division presented

the backgrounds, cunent status ,tnd fulure plals in
his brief power pojn! presentation about Nepal's
coonomic diplomacy.

'f he secretaries, joint secretaries and rcprcsentatives
from different Ministries of Govemment of Nepal,
lcaders from Private Sector Business Organizations,
and rcpresentatives fiom Non Resident Nepali
Association (NRNA) werc present in the meeting.
The members ofthe committee had comprehensive
interaction about trade, inveslment. foreign
enrployment, tou.ism, technology transfer and
Nepali Diaspora.

As the resuh of discussion, thc mccting decided
lo form Country-Specific Strategy Drafting
Committee under the convenorchip of Mr Mani
Prasad Bhattarai, Joinl Secretary ofthc Ministry of
Foreign Allairs. l his committee was composed of
represerltatives from Ministry of Culture, Tourism,
and Civil Aviation; Ministry of Labor; Ministry
of Finance; Ministry of Industry; Ministry of
Commerce: lnvestment Board ofNepal: Trade and
lrxport Promotion Center; Federation of Nepalese
Chambcrs of Commerce & Industries: Nepal
Chamber of Commcrce: Confederation of Nepalesc
lndustries; and Fcderation of Nepal Cottage and
Srnall Industries. The oommittec was mandated to
make country-specinc strategies in each dimension
of econom;c diplomacy for the countrics of strategic
inportance for Nepal, and submit to the high level
commiftee within the current fiscal year

Hol1'ble Dr Mahat cLosed the meeting with his
concluding remarks.


